











What other environmental criteria should | consider? \

Durability: The longer your playground lasts, the lower the environmental impact. Based on
decisions we’ve made, such as priming all metal parts prior to powder coating and using solid
recycled plastics instead of less durable composite recycled materials, BigToys offers a 50 year
warranty on our steel and recycled plastic structures.

Packaging: BigToys minimizes unnecessary packaging material, and what we do use is nearly
100% recyclable.

Manufacturing Practices: While there are a variety of certifications available to manufacturers,
it’s also useful to look at energy consumption, materials used, and waste creation and handling.
BigToys buys wind power for our factory. We use the highest recycled percentage material
available, and all of our wood is certified sustainably harvested. We recycle nearly 100% of our
already meager waste, and we require no on site water treatment or processing. We make our
catalogs and brochures available online to minimize printing, and what we do print is on FSC
certified, locally produced, 100% recycled paper.

Avoid Harmful Materials: Consider not only the harmful materials that might be present on
your playground, but also the harmful materials used and disposed of during manufacturing.
Forward looking manufacturers like BigToys have drastically reduced or completely eliminated
harmful materials from our products and practices.
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Glossary of Terms

Wood Conditioning

Wood conditioning is a process of chemically
treating wood under pressure. Conditioned
wood lasts more than 5 times longer than
unconditioned wood. Longer life means using
less of our precious natural resources while
further protecting your investment.

Sustainability

Building sustainably means minimizing resource
use during construction and throughout the

life of a product. It also minimizes potentially
negative health effects from materials,
manufacturing, maintenance, and eventual
disposal or recycling. It means leaving the world
a better place for future generations to enjoy.

Recycled vs. Recyclable

Recycled means that the material would have
been disposed of if it had not been re-purposed.
Recycled material can be pre-consumer or
post-consumer. Pre-consumer recycled content
typically refers to material that is the by-product
of a manufacturing process. By recycling nearly
all of our scrap material, BigToys creates nearly
no manufacturing waste. Post-consumer refers
to material that has been used by consumers,
such as milk jugs. Recyclable simply means when
a product wears out, it can be returned to the
manufacturing process and used yet again.

Polyvinyl Chloride (PVC)

PVCis one of the most widely used plastics in the
world. It can be made softer and more flexible
with the addition of plasticizers, the most
widely-used being phthalates. Much controversy
surrounds both PVC and phthalates, which is why
BigToys contain no PVC.
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USGBC and LEED

The U.S. Green Building Council (USGBQ)is a
non-profit community of leaders working to
make green buildings available to everyone
within a generation. Their Leadership in
Energy and Environmental Design (LEED)
initiative is an internationally recognized
certification system that measures how well
a building or community performs across a

variety of metrics. http://www.usgbc.org

FSC

The Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) is a
stakeholder-owned system for promoting
responsible management of the world’s
forests. http://www.fscus.org

Carbon Footprint

Carbon footprint is the total set of greenhouse
gas emissions (primarily carbon dioxide)
associated with manufacturing activities.
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